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became Czechoslovakia), Hungary, Austria, and the southern
Slav provinces (Styria, Carinthia, Bosnia, and Herzegovina).
All were united only by the tie of the Imperial Government.
Austria dreaded lest Russia should expand into the Balkans.
That storm-ridden peninsula, after centuries under Turkish
rule, and many efforts, at last freed itself in the Balkan wars
(1911-13). Austria had many Slavs in the southern part of
her Empire, and, though she kept them in check, she was
afraid lest the Balkan Slavs should call in the help of the
greatest Slav power of all, Russia. Afraid of revolt in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, afraid lest Russia should acquire undue
influence with the Balkan League, she decided that " attack
is the best form of defence ".

In 1914, the heir to the Austrian throne, while on a tour
in Bosnia, was assassinated at Sarajevo.   Even now people Serbia
dispute as to whether this was the genuine action of rebellious
subjects of Austria (the actual murderer was a Slav living in
Austrian territory) or action influenced by Serbia, or even The
deliberate action by Austrian, intriguers who disliked the
heir's policy and wanted a pretext for war.  In any case, the Sara*evo
effects were the same.   Austria accused Serbia of having
instigated the deed, demanded outrageous terms of com-
pensation, and, when Serbia refused, declared war.

Instantly, Serbia appealed for aid to Russia. Russia was
perfectly willing, and, despite all the appeals which flew
across Europe, mobilization began.

Germany was bound by treaty to assist Austria, and she
may have urged and wished for moderation.  Austria would Russia
not draw back.    Russia called upon France to fulfil the
obligations which bound her too.   France and Russia pre-
pared for war with Austria and Germany.

What would Great Britain do?   She was not bound by
any treaty to fight for either France or Russia. The country Belgium
and the Cabinet were divided.    The action of Germany
herself brought Britain in, for one treaty did exist by which
Britain was bound.   When Belgium had been declared an